
KINGS HEATH & BRANDWOOD LITTER PICKERS
Summer Newsletter – August 2025 

Welcome! 
Welcome to the Summer edition of our 
newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading it. 
If you have ideas for future editions or 
would like to contribute, please email us at: 
B14litterpickers@gmail.com 
If you would like to join our group, please 
email us or visit our Facebook page 

Kit notes: 
Kit for loan to our litter pickers includes: 

 
Sunday 3  August rd

Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st August 
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

Sunday 7th September 
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 14th, 21st, 28th September 
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

Sunday 5th October 
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 12th, 19th, 26th October 
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

❖ Grabber 

❖ Ring to hold blue rubbish bags open 

❖ Blue rubbish bags 

❖ Gloves 

❖ High Viz vest 

❖ There are brooms and brushes if 
needed. 

❖ There are also smaller grabbers 
available for children to use 

We will provide details of how to get hold of 
kit if you decide to join us. 
Please return any unused kit to ‘York 
Supplies’ on Waterloo Road. 

*We meet the first Sunday of every month
on Yarningdale Road and the other Sundays
on York Road. 

Our upcoming litter picks:* 

mailto:B14litterpickers@gmail.com
mailto:B14litterpickers@gmail.com
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Chair’s Update 
Dear Litter Pickers,
I hope you are enjoying the weather and if you have a garden, it is not suffering too much.
I have to admit I love the sun even if I am walking around the streets with my litter picker.
The hot weather does mean people want to be outside, which is great, but of course
probably means more litter. And of course the bin strike doesn’t help – I have reported a
lot more fly tipping on the ‘fix my street’ app since it started. 

I had a very interesting meeting recently with Russell Davey from the Birmingham City 
Council Litter Enforcement team and Darran Carter (Social values and Community 
Manager for the UK) from a company called WISE which has a contract with BCC to 
support schools and the community with litter prevention. His team also support BCC in 
litter enforcement e.g. fining people for dropping litter and reporting back to the Council 
on fly tipping and other issues. There is a £150 fixed penalty fine for dropping litter 
which includes cigarette ends. WISE also works with charities and schools across the city 
and beyond. They may also be able to provide us with some equipment, so fingers 
crossed. 
Our streets really attract cigarette ends, especially at the sides of the roads and its
impossible for litter pickers to pick them all up. Of course cigarette butts are rubbish, but
bins aren’t always there when they are needed. If you smoke, you can order a butt box 
for free (+ delivery) from the ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ web site. Please pass this on to any 
friends you have who are smokers. 

A couple other items of news: Firstly, we are planning to produce equipment kits for
schools so they can borrow what they need from York Supplies. This may take a bit of time
but it’s on the cards. Secondly, the MP for Birmingham Selly Oak, Al Carns, joined us for a
litter pick in Brandwood on Sunday 20th July. He was very supportive & joined in the pick
collecting a good bag! He was shocked at the flytipping but admitted it was Birmingham-
wide. He was grateful & thanked us for what we do. We went into Dawberry Fields park
then to meet Søeren, Chair of The Park Friends Group. He was impressed that the
Community Groups all helped each other out. 

As a group, we are all doing brilliantly so please keep on with the litter picking so we can 
keep our streets looking good. I know it’s a bit like painting the Forth Bridge but it’s 
really worth it. Thank you very much for all you do. 

Andrea Quigley 

P.S. You can find frequent updates on our activities on our Facebook page. 



“Grot Spot” 

Volunteer Hours 
6,769 volunteer hours recorded – June 2021 to July 2025 

❖ An average of 135 hours a month 
142 bags reported to the Great British Spring Clean 2025 

Strange items of litter 

❖

❖

 
Bunny ears headband Mouth! Hockey stick 

Here are some strange items of litter found by members of our group. Please share
photos of any that you find. The stranger the better! 

Please let us know if you come across any ‘grotspots’ and we can help raise
awareness of the problem, including through this newsletter. 

You can use what3words to let us know the precise location. 

You can also report litter and other problems, including fly-tipping on Council land,
to the Council via www.fixmystreet.com 

Bank Street, Kings Heath 
What3words: middle.vital.bills 

https://what3words.com/
https://what3words.com/
https://what3words.com/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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Litter Picking in Brandwood –by Kim Hudson
The thing is…. Litter picking is not JUST litter picking…. ESPECIALLY in Brandwood!

People ask me why bother?.. I get it, but my response is “Why not?” I remember

growing up in Selly Oak back in the day, and, believe it or not there 
has always been rubbish on the streets and parks. 

Wouldn’t it be great if we didn’t need to do it?.... but what would the streets look 
like if we didn’t? 
When I first moved here, I was walking through my local neighbourhood park in 
Dawberry Fields, and got chatting (I’ll talk to anyone!) to someone who worked 
for ‘Birmingham Open Spaces Forum’, which I learned is a volunteer network that 
brings together Community Groups and organisations in Birmingham, which of 
course includes Brandwood. Who knew? 

There are also Community Interest Companies (CICs), and we are fortunate in
Brandwood to have the most energetic team, ‘Our Scene’ who lead so many fun
projects across the area. They have transformed a derelict waste ground into a
beautiful Community Garden (see before and after photos below). And we’ve just
successfully completed our annual ‘Brandwood Bash’ where all local groups got
together. 

We are no different from other areas of Brum, with local challenges – rubbish, 
antisocial behaviour etc, but what could I do? 
Together we set up a Friends Park Group, and I learned about the Kings Heath & 
Brandwood Litter Pickers. I was warmly welcomed, provided with equipment & 
joined my first pick….not as nerve wracking as I’d first thought. 

                                Community garden created by ‘Our Scene’ 

Before After 



Our nearest neighbours are at the beautiful Lifford Reservoir and the peaceful
Brandwood End Cemetery. We have all got to know each other, and our local
Community hubs such as The Brandwood Centre and Hazelwell Hub are very
supportive – there are so many things going on in these places, crafting, dancing,
Yoga - we leave our newsletters there. The local Lions Club on Alcester Road have
provided us with equipment over time, and we in turn help them with their projects.
York Road Supplies are also generous storing our supplies. 

Our local PCSOs and Brandwood Police Team are very helpful, if we find, see or hear 
anything ‘interesting’…. and we do find some very curious things! We all compete 
every weekend to find the most weird thing! Likewise, our local Councillors join us on 
occasions (not just for photo opportunities) and are very supportive. 
There are groups in most areas of Birmingham, and we often link up to support each 
other for example after travellers have moved on from our parks, or if someone has 
found something they can’t manage on their own! 

I have met so many lovely people who have become friends, so if you have read this
far you’ll know it’s not just about litter picking! We have all made a difference, and it
IS fun! 

Please join us and find out what it’s all about! 

Please check our Facebook Pages and/or visit. 

Our merry band of litter pickers! 
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How local schools can get involved
Local schools in the area are getting involved in litter picking which is fantastic. One such
school is Colmore Junior School who have given us their insights into their experience of
litter picking and some tips for other schools: 

“At Colmore Junior School, we have 7 Key Principles that underpin everything we 
do. These are: Independence, Inclusivity, Creativity, Leadership, Healthy and Well, 
Resilience, and Globally and Locally Aware. Over the last two years, we have run a Social 
Action Club for pupils who are keen to have an impact on their global and local 
environment. We have been involved in a range of projects in our community, such as 
connecting with a local nursing home, gardening in the Dawberry Fields Community 
Garden, and litter picking around Kings Heath and Brandwood. 

Whenever we go litter picking we are amazed and saddened at how much litter people 
drop and dump in our area. We’ve really enjoyed seeing the impact we can have just 
spending an hour at a time litter picking and how much better the areas look 
afterwards. When asked why getting involved in litter picking is important, Wilbur in Year 4
said: “It’s really important because if no-one picked up litter it would just get everywhere
and destroy the environment. It might hurt the people and animals who live there.” 

As well as litter picking around Brandwood and Kings Heath, we always have litter pickers 
available in school for anyone who wants to help keep our playground clean and tidy. You 
will often see children from across school out at lunchtimes, picking up litter that’s blown 
through our railings into the playground and our science garden. We also make sure we 
give regular reminders to our children to make sure all of their litter goes in the bin, and 
we separate our waste to enable as much as possible to be recycled. As a school, we care 
deeply about our global and local environment and try to help our pupils understand the 
positive impact they can have both now and in the future”. 

Tips for other schools: 
❖ Get in touch with your local litter pickers group who can 

provide advice about litter picking in your area 

❖ Contact Birmingham City Council here. They can provide 
free litter picking equipment (high-vis jackets, litter pickers, 
bin bags) 

❖ Ensure you carry out a thorough risk assessment before 
you go litter picking 

❖ Talk through the rules with the children before you go (e.g. 
don't touch anything with your hands, don't pick up sharps) 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50280/community_litter_picking/2611/request_litter_picking_equipment
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50280/community_litter_picking/2611/request_litter_picking_equipment
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/50280/community_litter_picking/2611/request_litter_picking_equipment


‘Litter Picker’s Lament’ 
by Ruth Davies 

I’m one of an army of brave volunteers 
Who’ve been cleaning up mess for years and years. 

I’ve got all my equipment, I’m ready to pick 
I’ll find many things to make me feel sick. 

The streets of the city, no longer paved with gold 
They’re coated with rubbish, vomit and mould. 

Outside fast food places there are pizzas and dips 
And sauces and bones and piles of old chips. 

Oh yuk, a pile of rubbish that stinks as it rots 
It’s here every week, one of many grot spots. 
I don’t want to pick up these bags of dog poo 

They’re ripped and the contents are toxic, smelly too. 
Out on my rounds the locals pass by 

They ask me, “Why, oh why, oh why, oh why 
Do others drop litter all over the place? 
It’s so depressing and such a disgrace!” 

“There are many reasons.” I’m sorry to say 
They give me thanks then go on their way. 

I pile up my bags and gather my gear 
And silently shed a litter picker’s tear. 

And on a lighter note… 

“Did you hear about the cheese truck that crashed? 
The street was littered with de brie”. 

“My love life is like waste collection - sporadic and messy”. 

If you have a litter joke or pun to share, do send it in – but please keep it 
clean… 
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Recycling Game for Kids 
The‘Rescue Me’BoardGame and Workshop teaches children how to recycle,
encouraging them to speak up at home about items that wrongly end up in the bid:
https://www.recyclenow.com/rescue-me-board-game 

Newshound's ‘Recycling Corner’

Many households regularly recycle paper and cardboard, cans, plastic bottles and
glass in City Council bins which are collected from our doorsteps every fortnight. 

There are other items of waste which can also be easily recycled locally. Here are 
some pointers: 

Health, beauty and wellness products 

Boots on Kings Heath High Street accept    Some recyclers may be reluctant to 

Aerosols 

empty health, beauty and wellness 
items for recycling. 

You can even register and receive 
Advantage Card points for recycling. 
Please note that Boots only recycle 
items that can’t be put in your kerbside 
recycling. 

For details of the scheme and what can 
be recycled visit the Boots webpage: 
Recycle at Boots Scheme - Boots 

recycle empty Aerosol cans. 
However, they can be added to the 

home metal, plastics and glass 
recycling wheelie bins. 

What can I recycle?-not sure what
you can recycle andwhere? Go to the
website www.recyclenow.com There is
a handy A-Z of materials which can be
recycled and the location of nearest
recycling centre. 

https://www.recyclenow.com/rescue-me-board-game
https://www.recyclenow.com/rescue-me-board-game
https://www.boots.com/shopping/boots-recycling-scheme
https://www.boots.com/shopping/boots-recycling-scheme
http://www.recyclenow.com/
http://www.recyclenow.com/
http://www.recyclenow.com/

