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KINGS HEATH & BRANDWOOD LITTER PICKERS 

Spring Newsletter – April 2025  
 

Welcome! 

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter.  
We hope you enjoy it.   

If you have ideas for future editions or 
would like to contribute, please email us at: 
B14litterpickers@gmail.com 

If you would like to join our group, please 

email us or visit our Facebook page  

 
 

 
 

Our upcoming litter picks: 

April: 

Sunday 6th April     
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 13th, 20th, 27th April   
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

May: 

Sunday 4th May    
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 11th, 18th, 25th May  
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

June: 

Sunday 1st June      
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

Sunday 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th June  
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 
 

Kit notes: 

Kit for loan to our litter pickers includes: 

❖ Grabber 

❖ Ring to hold blue rubbish bags open 

❖ Blue rubbish bags 

❖ Gloves 

❖ High Viz vest 

❖ There are brooms and brushes if 
needed. 

❖ There are also smaller grabbers 
available for children to use 

We will provide details of how to get hold of 
kit if you decide to join us. 

Please return any unused kit to ‘York  
Supplies’ on Waterloo Road. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

mailto:B14litterpickers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2109065099393033
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Chair’s update  

The weather has been very grey and cold, but I am delighted to say that although the 

snowdrops are drooping the daffodils are flowering far and wide. Spring is on its way and 

the days are getting longer. Wonderful. 

The litter hasn’t been too bad in the last few weeks but there are always the grot spots 

which we tackle relentlessly. Also fly tipping seems to be a growing menace – maybe 

because of the bin strike. Brandwood seems to suffer the most from fly tipping but my 

stalwart friend, Kim, regularly reports the fridges and other things and the Council are 

very good at picking them up when the rubbish is on Council land. Unfortunately there is 

little that can be done immediately when the fly tipping is on private land. It is possible 

for the Council to order the landlord to clear up the mess and although it takes a while 

there have been some successes. 

Another area of concern is graffiti. We have a small team who tackle graffiti which, like 

the litter, constantly renews itself. We have the paint and the tools and also show people 

the best way of dealing with it. If you or one of your friends would like to help with 

removing the tags and daubs from our streets, then please let me know. 

We have had a number of new litter picker volunteers recently, which is great, so 

welcome to all of you. I hope you enjoy it and the great feeling of seeing a litter free 

street. Our group is very sociable and it’s fun to meet on a Sunday, have a chat and then 

get on with the job.  

Happy picking 

Andrea Quigley 
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Volunteer Hours 
❖ 6,673 volunteer hours recorded – June 2021 to March 2025 

❖ An average of 145 hours a month 
 

Strange items of litter  

Here are some strange items of litter found by members of our group.  Please share 
photos of any that you find.  The stranger the better! 

 
Water pistol 

 

 
Bear 

 

Bra! 

 
 

 Litter Poem by Kim 
Hudson 

 
Trash & Dog     is bad 
Makes Parks & Streets 

look sad 
Kings Heathens listen 

innit? 
For all our sakes.. 

BIN IT!  

 

 

 

 

Litter Poetry   

 Litter poem by Microsoft 
Autopilot! 

 

In the dawn's early light, in 
the still cold air 

Warm gloves on our hands, 
warm hats on our hair 

Once cluttered streets are 
now gleaming and bright  
We’ve turned shadows of 
waste into visions of light 
With each piece we pick a 

promise we make 
To cherish the earth for our 

children’s sake 
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“Grot Spots”  

Please let us know if you come across any ‘grot spots’ and we can help raise 
awareness of the problem, including through this newsletter.  

You can use what3words to let us know the precise location.    

You can also report litter and other problems, including fly-tipping on Council land, 
to the Council via www.fixmystreet.com    

 
Bank Street 

(16th March 2025) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kingsfield Road 

(22nd March 2025) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes a street address isn’t enough to find a precise location. Litter pickers may find 

What3words a useful tool to report fly tipping in a park or grass verge. It divides the whole world 

into 3 metre squares with each square having a unique combination of three words.  It is now 

used by millions of people in 193 countries across the world. The what3words app and map 

website www.what3words.com are free of charge to use. 

Report fly tipping  -----------------------------or a pothole…………………..or even in an emergency 

    

 

 

https://what3words.com/
http://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://what3words.com/products/what3words-app
https://what3words.com/
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Household waste, recycling and food collection services  

The City Council is rolling out new waste, recycling and food collection services 

which are to see food waste collected weekly and recyclables and non-recyclables 

collected fortnightly (on alternating weeks).   

A food waste bin and a new green-lidded recycling bin for paper and cardboard are 

to be provided.  

The changes are to be rolled out across the City in stages - reaching Brandwood & 

Kings Heath in October/November. 

The Council wants to increase the City’s recycling rate from 22% to 65% by 2035 

and is seeking our help to make sure we put our waste and recycling in the right 

containers. 

Recycling is unusable if it is mixed with items that cannot be recycled, should have 

been sorted into a different container or have not been cleaned properly. 
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Recycling Quiz 

Do you know what you can and cannot put in your recycling bins?   

Here’s a quick test to find out…… 

[go to birmingham.gov.uk/waste to check your answers] 

 Yes? No? 
Paper & cardboard (pod or green-lidded bin)   

1. Dirty paper & cardboard    

2. Tetra pack cartons   
3. Padded envelopes    

   
Plastic (blue-lidded bin)   

4. Carrier bags and black sacks   
5. Plastic film or wrappers   

6. Plastic bottles with lids off   

7. Black plastic food trays   
8. Non-black plastic pots, tubs and food trays   

9. Plastic lids    
10. Polystyrene   

11. Hard plastics   

   
Metal (blue-lidded bin)   

12. Coat hangers   
13. Batteries   

14. Food and drink cans   
15. Aerosols   

16. Clean foil and foil trays   

17. Paint or other non-food tins   
18. Metal lids   

   
Glass (blue-lidded bin)   

19. Light bulbs   

20. Drinking glasses    
21. Glass bottles and jars   

22. Pyrex glass    
23. Light bulbs   

24. Mirrors   

□□ 

 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20009/waste_and_recycling/105/what_goes_in_my_bins
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• Every UK household had 20 unused electronic items at home. 

6c) Keep Britain Tidy research found that up to three million animals die each year 

on the roadside, trapped in litter such as bottles and cans. They included birds, 

small mammals and larger animals such as badgers and deer. Many are attracted 

by take away food waste thrown onto the roadside. National Highways have a 

campaign aimed in particular at Food Waste on roads which attract animals leading 

to their death.   

 

 

 

 

Recycling ‘flexible plastics’ 

Sainsbury’s in Kings Heath and at Maypole offers flexible plastics recycling in 
store.  Items should be clean and free of food and, where possible, sticky labels. 

Yes please: 

Dry food bags 

Frozen fruit & vegetable 
bags 

Bubble wrap 

Biscuit & cake wrappers 

Plastic carrier & salad 
bags 

Crisp & snack packets 

Food pouches & sachets 

Newspaper/magazine 
wrappers 

 

No thanks: 

Plastic bottles 

Compostable & 
biodegradable bags & 
wrapping 

General food waste 

Foam/polystyrene of 
any kind 

What to do with the rest? 

For those items that you cannot put in your recycling bins, visit 
www.recyclenow.com/recycling-locator to find a recycling facility near you.   

This includes information on what can be recycled at the City’s Household 
Recycling Centres. 

You can also check out our ‘Newshounds Recycling Corner’ on page 8 of our 
newsletter for local recycling opportunities and other opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-locator
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            Newshound's ‘Recycling Corner’             

Many households regularly recycle paper and cardboard, cans, plastic bottles and glass in City 

Council bins which are collected from our doorsteps every fortnight.  

There are other items of waste which can also be easily recycled locally.  Here are some pointers: 

Medicine ‘blister packs’ 

Boots on Kings Heath high streets has a 
collection bank for recycling empty vitamin 
and medicine blister packs.    

The packs must be empty. If they aren’t, you 
can speak to the in-store pharmacy team 
about safe disposal of the contents.   

You can earn Advantage card reward points by 
registering via the Recycle at Boots app. 

 
 

Vapes  

‘Elf Bar’ on Kings Heath high street near to 
Sainsbury have a recycling point for any vapes 
(not just Elf Bar vapes). 

Millions of vapes are binned each week. 
Disposable vapes should not be put in a 
rubbish bin; the batteries could cause a fire.  

Up to 80% of the materials in a vape can be 
recycled.   

 
 

Tools for Africa 
South Birmingham Tools for Africa is a voluntary group who restore tools and 
equipment for tradesmen and women in Africa to help them provide for their 
families.  They need tools of all types, including for leatherwork, bicycle repair, 
wood carving and carpentry, and also sewing machines and fabric and 
haberdashery. Garden tools are also wanted for sale to help with transport and 
training costs.  Tools can be donated at Moseley & Kings Heath Shed in Kings Heath 
Park on Tuesdays, or on other days by appointment, and collected by arrangement. 
If you have tools to donate or would like to become involved in the project, please 
call Rob on 07754 739387.    


