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KINGS HEATH & BRANDWOOD LITTER PICKERS 

Summer Newsletter – June 2024  
 

Welcome! 

Welcome to the Summer edition of our 
newsletter.  We hope you enjoy reading it.   

If you have ideas for future editions or 
would like to contribute, please email us at: 
B14litterpickers@gmail.com 

If you would like to join our group, please 

email us or visit our facebook page  

 
 

 
 

Our Summer Litter Picks: 

June: 

Sunday 2nd, 9th, 23rd & 30th June 
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

Sunday 16th June  
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

July: 

Sunday 7th, 14th, 28th July  
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

Sunday 21st July   
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 

August: 

Sunday 4th, 11th, 25th August  
Meet York Road, B14 7SA 
10:00am-11:00am 

Sunday 18th August    
Meet Yarningdale Road, B14 6ND 
10:00am-11:30am 
 

Other Groups’ Litter Picks 
For information on other local litter picking 
group sessions see contact details on page 4F.  
 

Kit notes: 

Kit for loan to our litter pickers includes: 

❖ Grabber 

❖ Ring to hold blue rubbish bags open 

❖ Blue rubbish bags 

❖ Gloves 

❖ High Viz vest 

❖ There are brooms and brushes if 
needed. 

❖ There are also smaller grabbers 
available for children to use 

We will provide details of how to get hold of 
kit if you decide to join us. 

Please return any unused kit to ‘York  
Supplies’ on Waterloo Road. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:B14litterpickers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2109065099393033
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Chair’s update 

Welcome to our summer newsletter. 

Long may this weather continue. As I’m writing this, the sun is shining and the plants 

in my garden are all coming to life. 

April was rather a dismal month, but we still managed to get out on to the street and 

do a lot of good. Of course when the sun shines, it is picnic time so look out for left 

over litter in our parks.  

The fly tipping in Ashfield Avenue car park has at last been removed – well almost. 

There are still a few bits and pieces there and I just hope it doesn’t build up again. As 

it’s private land, the Council won’t clear it which is quite understandable. However 

they can order landlords to clear rubbish and a very determined Council employee did 

just that. Thank you, Sunil. 

I would also like to thank two other people who have hugely supported our group.  

Firstly, Matt Powell, the manager of the Business Improvement District (BID). He has 

helped us through his links to the Council, other organisations and local businesses 

and he is always full of praise for what we are doing which really helps when faced 

with a horrendous ‘grot spot’.  Matt has provided a short message which is printed on 

Page 3. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Jon Jaffa, recently retired, from York Supplies. He has also, 

like Matt, been very encouraging and appreciative of our efforts. York Supplies will 

continue to store our equipment since becoming a cooperative and we are looking 

forward to working more closely with the new team.  

Thank you to them and to all of you for continuing to keep our streets clean. 

Litter picking is fun and gives the satisfaction of a clean street, chats with appreciative 

people, time to think and good exercise. So please carry on doing the great work.  

Andrea x 

P.S. If you can no longer continue to litter pick, for whatever reason, then please 
contact me on 07711 614134 either by text or phone call.  
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Volunteer Hours 
❖ 5,184 volunteer hours recorded – June 2021 to April 2024 

❖ An average of 148 hours a month 
 

Message from Matt Powell, Kings Heath BID Manager 
“Kings Heath BID absolutely values the incredible work that resident volunteers do to 

keep our area looking as neat and tidy as possible. 

Being able to help co-ordinate things at our monthly "Clean & Green" meetings means 

that we are able to share information, offer support and pay for things like plants for 

the planters or paint to cover up graffiti at times when they're needed. 

Whether it's working alongside the litter pickers to encourage Birmingham City Council 

to deal with fly tipping, getting permission from businesses to remove graffiti from 

shutters or signposting businesses to the group who want to keep their own areas 

litter-free, the partnership between the BID and Brandwood & Kings Heath Litter 

Pickers really does make a difference!” 
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Strange items of “waste”  

 
Mini-wheelie bin! 

One of our litter pickers found an abandoned 
motorbike on a recent litter pick.  A picture was posted 
on Facebook and fortunately it has now been reunited 
with its owner!  

 

 
 
Please share photos of strange items of waste that you find.  The stranger the 
better! 

 

 Contact details for other local groups doing litter picking: 

Friends of Kings Heath Park  Friends of Kings Heath Park | Facebook
 

Friends of Brandwood End 
Cemetery 

http://www.fbec.org.uk 
 

Billesley Bin Baggers 

 

(20+) Billesley Bin Baggers | Facebook 

billesleybinbaggers@gmail.com
 

Friends of Trittiford Mill Pool 
and Park  

 

(20+) Friends of Trittiford park and surroundings 
| Facebook 

trittifordfriends@gmail.com
 

Friends of Dawberry Fields 
Park 

https://www.facebook.com/DawberryFields 

friendsofdawberryfields@gmail.com 
 

Moseley Litterbusters moseleylitterbusters@gmail.com
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/266971290376130/
http://www.fbec.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/264737101753275
mailto:billesleybinbaggers@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/503998948072925
https://www.facebook.com/groups/503998948072925
mailto:trittifordfriends@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/DawberryFields
mailto:friendsofdawberryfields@gmail.com
mailto:moseleylitterbusters@gmail.com
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“Grot Spots” 

In this issue we are highlighting a few ‘grot spots’ in Brandwood where there has 

recently been a spate of fly-tipping.  

Please let us know if you come across any ‘grot spots’ and we can help raise 
awareness of the problem, including through this newsletter. 

If you observe fly-tipping on City Council land, you can report it via 
www.fixmystreet.com.    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.fixmystreet.com/
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Litter Quiz – Do you know……? 

1. How many times the weight of Aircraft Carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth is equivalent to the weight of waste collected by 
Birmingham City Council in 2023?  

a) 5 times     b) 7 times    c) 10 times     d) 20 times  

2. What the typical fine for littering in Birmingham in 2023 was? 

a) £50    b) £100   c) £150   d) £300 

3. What the littering fines were most commonly for?  

a) Packaging     b) cigarette butts    c) chewing gum  d) spitting  

4. How any times around the world unused electronic cables in UK 
homes would go?  

a) Once       b) twice     c) 3 times    d) 5 times    e) 10 times       

5. How many unused electronic items UK households have on 
average? 

a) 5       b) 10      c) 15       d) 20  

 

6. How many animals are killed each year by litter on Britain’s roads? 

a) A million b) 2 million   c) 3 million     d) 10 million 

 

For the correct answers see page 7. 
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• Every UK household had 20 unused electronic items at home. 

6c) Keep Britain Tidy research found that up to three million animals die each year 

on the roadside, trapped in litter such as bottles and cans. They included birds, 

small mammals and larger animals such as badgers and deer. Many are attracted 

by take away food waste thrown onto the roadside. National Highways have a 

campaign aimed in particular at Food Waste on roads which attract animals leading 

to their death.   

 

Litter Quiz Answers: 

1b) In 2023, Birmingham City Council’s Waste Management Department collected 
and disposed of 453,384 tonnes of waste - equivalent to seven times the weight of 
the Aircraft Carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth! 

2c) £300 is the typical fine issued in Birmingham in 2023 for littering 

3c) cigarette butts were the most common form of litter for which fines were 
issued in Birmingham in 2023 (92.5% of fines)  

4d) and 5d) The UK Government Environment Audit Committee has found that a 
lot of electronic waste is being stored in homes or being disposed of in a manner 
which harms the environment. Many unused electronic items end up in the bin 
rather than being recycled much of this waste is toxic and can leak into the 
environment, it also includes precious metals some of which are rare.  It is 
estimated that: 

• Unused electronic cables in UK homes would go around the world five times 
• Every UK household had 20 unused electronic items at home. 

6c) Keep Britain Tidy research found that up to three million animals die each year 

on the roadside, trapped in litter such as bottles and cans. They included birds, 

small mammals and larger animals such as badgers and deer. Many are attracted 

by take away food waste thrown onto the roadside. National Highways have a 

campaign aimed in particular at Food Waste on roads which attract animals leading 

to their death.   
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            Newshound's ‘Recycling Corner’             

Many households regularly recycle paper and cardboard, cans, plastic bottles and glass 

in City Council bins which are collected from our doorsteps every fortnight.  

There are other items of waste which can also be easily recycled locally.  Here are 

some pointers: 

Water filters  

These water filter cartridges can be 
recycled. Sainsbury’s Kings Heath have  
a box where you can deposit them.  

 
 
Recyclenow.com 

This website provides information on 
what you can recycle at home or in your 
local area – including a Recycling 
Locator with details of your nearest 
recycling locations and where you can 
recycle specific items: 
https://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-
locator 

Bank cards 

When your Bank Cards pass their expiry date 
do you cut them up and put them in the bin?  

Well now you can take cards to Santander  
on Kings Heath High Street. 

Find the recycling machine, turn the handle  
twenty times and the fragments get 
recycled.  

They don’t have to be Santander cards. 

 

To find out more go to 
https://www.santander.co.uk/personal/support/greener-
living/being-green-with-plastic/card-recycling 

 

 
 

https://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-locator
https://www.recyclenow.com/recycling-locator
https://www.santander.co.uk/personal/support/greener-living/being-green-with-plastic/card-recycling
https://www.santander.co.uk/personal/support/greener-living/being-green-with-plastic/card-recycling

