DISCUSSION PAPER Board meeting – Monday 5th March 2018

Subject: Decision Paper 5 - Theme 3 - Vibrant & Accessible
Projects update
Points to be note:
In the business plan for Kings Heath BID 2018 to 2023, under Theme 3 - Vibrant &
Accessible it was said we would deliver:
•

Christmas Lighting – Stunning festive lights, switch on celebrations,
Father Christmas grotto and Sunday Christmas themed Market to raise
the profile of Kings Heath as the place to get those last-minute gifts –
‘Expanded from BID 2’

•

The Kings Heath Street Festival – a return of this annual late
summer festival with a mixture of live music delivered by our various
music venues and a market showcasing the businesses of Kings Heath
and attracting an estimated 20,000 visitors – ‘Continuation from BID 2’

•

Other Events – ideas include Kings Heath Literature Festival, Sunday
Specialist Markets, Cooking Commpetition with different themes and the
Easter Egg Hunt. A wide range of levy payer’s venues in Kings Heath
will be used for these events and each event will be geared to attract a
different target audience e.g. families, readers, niche groups e.g.
foodies – ‘New for BID 3’

•

Signage – installing signs on the corners of side roads to advertise levy
payer’s businesses from the High Street – ‘New for BID 3’

The finances for this theme were:
2018 - 2019 - £41k
2019 – 2020 - £36K
2020 – 2021 - £36K
2021 – 2022 - £36K
2022 - 2023 - £36K

Current status
•

Christmas Lighting
We have set aside £15k for Christmas Lights in December 2018. The
council charge us £285 per column to put the Christmas Lights up and
down. However, there are other BIDs in Birmingham that use a private
contractor – cost £130 per column. I have asked the council, if I can use
the same contractor. So far they are saying “no”. I am not giving up on

this and asking why other BIDs are allowed to use this contractor and
not us.
•

The Kings Heath Street Festival
Work is on-going to get estimates for this event to return. I am aiming
to have a report ready for the next Board meeting.

•

Other Events
Exploratory work is on-going relating to the Literature Festival. I have
met with the organisers of the Birmingham Literature Festival to get an
understanding about the issues relating to attracting authors of a
national profile.
I have had a meeting with the management of Highbury Hall to get an
understanding of what facilites they have there and the cost of hire.
I have had a meeting with Andy Savage of All Saints CDC to understand
where we stand with relation to the signed agreement between All
Saints CDC and Kings Heath BID.

•

Signage

No action

